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• Overview of drug deaths in Scotland 

• ‘Staying Alive in Scotland’ paper 

• Good Practise Indicator Tool 



National Tragedy   

• 2014 Highest Ever Number of Drug Deaths 

• 2015 Increased by another 15% 

• Almost 2 overdose deaths every day 

• 213 more deaths from drug overdose than 
road traffic accidents in 2014-(15 



Age 



Gender 

69 % Male 

But  

The increases higher in the number of woman in 
last few years 



Drug of choice 

• One or more opiate 86% 

• Heroin/morphine 49% 

• Poly drug use  

• 10% 1 substance 

• 10% NPS, 74% benzo type 

• 27% benzodiazepines 

• Cocaine 13% 



Contact with services 

• 68% known to addiction services at some 
stage. 

• 40% known to addiction services prior to 
death 

• 6 months prior to death, police custody, 
prison, GP, housing, mental health services, 
alcohol services 
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15 Key Findings 
1. DRD Monitoring and Learning 
2. Access to services 
3. ORT and Low Threshold Prescribing 
4. Retention in services, continuity of care, trauma and outreach 
5. Information Sharing 
6. High risk Injecting/Wound care/Bacterial Infections 
7. BBV testing and treatment 
8. Naloxone 
9. Prison Throughcare/Police Custody 
10. Older Drug Users 
11. Dual Diagnosis and suicide 
12. Homelessness 
13. Females 
14. Prescription Drugs and non opiates 
15. Attitude and Stigma 
 







 
 



 
 





 

Drug Related Deaths:  

Preventable  

not Inevitable 
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